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Jmpoitant~idförhthióh *~ do-it-
Important information for yourself inig&tion sy~;em installers

do-it-yourself
irrigation system installers

Some laws and regulations regard
ing backtlow pittection and approval of type
of pipe used may vary depending upon local.
requirements.

For more specific information we
advise you to contact. your local water
supplier at:

TAHOE CITY
PUBLIC UTILITY oIsTRICT

P.O. Box 5249
Tahoe City, CA 96145
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This pamphlet has been
prepared and edited by:~

Pacific Northwest Section
American Water Works Associátidn

Cross Connection Control Committee
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I f ~W irrigation system uses
water from city water
supplies or from private

wells, the information in this
brochure will help you maintain a
clean~ healthful water supply.
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Backflow Prevention Four types of Backflow
Alternatives Prevention Devices

rrigation systems make wa
tering lawns and gardens
easier and save your time.

But, they require special equip
ment to prevent contaminated
water from siphoning back
(backflow) into home plumbing
and city water systems. Irrigation
systems not protected by approved
backflow prevention devices en
danger. the health of a household,
neighborhood and community.

All Irrigation systems—new
or existing—must be
equipped with a State Health
Department-approved back-flow
prevention device. Only properly
installed, State~appmved back-
flow prevention devices meet the
plumbing code and provide pro
tection for the health of your fam
ily and neighbors. Your localwa
ter utility can give you a free list
of State-approved devices and
certified testers.

All Irrigation systems sup
plied by public water systems
require a plumbing permit
prior to installation.

For home frrigation systems. Atmospheric
Vacuum Breaker
(AVB)
• Least expensive
• Often the easiest to install

Pressure Vacuum
• Breaker AsSembly
(PVBA)
• More sophisticated
• More versatile
• Requii~s annual test by

ceñifled tester

2 Reduced Pressure
Backflow Assem
bly(RPBA)

Usually most expensive
* • Most complex

• Allows for application of
fertilizer or other chemicals
through irrigation system (no
other type has this approval)

• Requires annual test by
certified tester



Installation Requirements for each type of Backflovl

a

AtmoSpheric Vacuum Breaker (MB)
• One AVB.reqaized for each inigation zonq no conb’cI valves (on/off valves)

• allowed downitream of an AVB. *

• Each ATh mu~ be installed a minimwn of six inches (6”) above the highest
piping in the zne it saves.

• No chemical oi fertilizer may be introduced through an iMgaticc system
equipped with AVBs.
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~ur nirt~i Pressure Vacuum Breaker Assembly (PVBA)
4*1 Only ccc PVB inquired to save the ~tole systán; ctntrol ~aIteicañ be located
RSJ ‘r?%t~t~1 downstreainofthcPVB. ... .

~ • pVBmugbeaminimuz~~flabpvflghc$pipingil
~. •• • PVBs must bitaed by a StAte-catifled B owDevicETester (1) whai

y~t in~s1ned;~a~nuafly.id(3)~henrnovedormpaired.
~:. • No chemical o~’ fertilizer may be introdüced through an inigation system

‘ equippedwithPVBs.
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Prevention Device.

Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly

• Only cue RPis required to save the whole systan; l~ihs can be located
• downstresinoftheRP.

RP must be installed a minimum of one foot (12”) above ground level.
• RP must be tested by a State-certifIed Backflow Device Taten (1) whai installed;

(2) cuafly and (3) when moved or rep.irei
In an RP-equipped systan, fertilizer and other agdcujtural chemicals m~y be
introduced downstream of the RP.
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